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From the Principal

The “Halloween Storm” certainly created a differéait than usual with a sudden week off. The stig@nd
wider school community once again showed its stly to change as students and teachers got béekciaing and
learning. Even rescheduling 150 parent/guardiagtimgs was done within a couple of weeks. Thesigave me
another chance to reflect on how lucky | am to weith such a professional dedicated staff, graatestt body, and
supportive community.

Students completed their first Exploratory clasd bhave shifted into Quarter 2 with the next Explonaclass in
their schedule on November 21. Also, Term 1 endeBecember 1. Term 1 report cards were distribtdete students
at the end of the school day Friday, December 16.

Although there have been several delays, the nexdaw installations are beginning today. Througttbis
process there will be minimal interruptions; ealdssroom and office will take a day to completee Tijority of the
work is done from the outside of the building. Aaffected classes will be relocated to another rémrmthe period during
which the windows are being changed. Please seMetv Windows at ARMS Letter sent out on DecemBeaat1
http://arms.arps.org/files/Windows.pdfThe window installation is a major project thall bring immediate benefits to
our school. We appreciate the hours and hoursodt the Facilities and Business Office Departmdsatge put into
making the project a reality.

The School Committee voted at the last meetingaw o make up the snow days this year. The fiyes diaom
November have been added to the end of the yedangalr current end date Juné"25Any snow days we have from
here will be made up during the April break, staytiith the Friday. If we have more than four sraays for the rest of
the year, those days will be added on at the emtldeoyear.

The School Committee is also currently lookinglarging the start times of the schools. Some bilitisis are
that the Middle and High School will start at eit®el5 of 9:00. Stay tuned for public forums iteldanuary and
February for opportunities to learn more and gnaui.

At the last principal’s coffee parents were askabgut the health curriculum at the middle scho¥iter talking
with them, it was clear | needed to communicatér wieryone about our current plan for teachinghibadth standards.
The health curriculum is currently taught by thdepartments: Guidance, Science, and Physical Edacat

* The Guidance Counselors teach on Mondaysuttests taking Drama. During that time, they esaknt
teach the social components of the health standaniser relationships, communication, and decision
making.

« In 7" grade science, students learn about the reprodusyistem.

» This year, we are splitting up students bydgerior swimming. Ms. Carey will be teaching fitlse boys,
then the girls our swimming curriculum. During thiehe, Mr. Holt will be teaching the girls, theneth
boys their parts of the health curriculum. F8rahd & grade this will include Nutrition and Physical
Wellness. In 8 grade, they will also be learning about the repotite system and sexuality. The girls
start the curriculum Januaryf' and the boys will start it after the February krea

My best wishes to you and yours during the holiskegson.

MWichael Fayes



Teams

Team Swift River

The Team Swift River first off would like to sayhias been a great year so far. On Friday, repaisaegent home with
your students. If you have any questions abouteggolease feel free to contact the teachers, éalst. We would
also like to take this opportunity to encourage tymaheck PowerSchool regularly with your studéiterschool help is
offered with team teachers on Monday, Tuesday dnaisbay every week; please encourage your stuostay after.

Students have started new academic study groupdei®s had the option of choosing between debatgpetative
games and math support. In debate, students arengahe difference between arguing and debatimgooperative
games, students are working together to solve gnadl These groups will be together for a short ame will change
again after break.

In social studies, students have started a newaoking at how environment affects individual wbxiews. The
students will focus on West Africa for this unit.

We would like to wish everyone a safe and happidhgland look forward to seeing all the studentklzdter break.
Thanks,

Team Swift River Teachers

Team Quabbin
What is a subordinating conjunction and why do aktbem fragment makers?

Is a vacuole a trained mole that removes debrisfy@ur carpet?
Hydroelectric power is good because it doesn’'t tmeageenhouse gasses, right?

If it snowed at 1 inch per hour for 6 hours on @vdway that is 25 ft. by 40 ft. and you shoveled @tte of 333 cubic ft.
per hour, how long would it take you to shoveldhigeway?

If you're having trouble answering any of thesesiiems, ask your"7grader. They should be able to help you out.

Team Quabbin won the penny wars and, in so doaiged the most money for the Amherst Survival Gefltee will be
celebrating with a hot chocolate and cookie pawtyns Thank you to all who participated and thawk&he Leo Club for
sponsoring the event.

We continue to enjoy our time with the energetid earnest students that make up Team Quabbin. 8etker adults
have joined us in supporting your students’ edocatMs. Belle has been volunteering in our clagsi®and is planning
to be with us for the rest of the year. Mr. Kubiégla student-teacher from UMass that has beermydapre-practicum
in Mr. Alschuler’'s room and will continue in therspg with his Practicum. The Team Quabbin teackesbkfortunate to
have so many capable and dedicated people workisg@dport your children.

We are looking forward to 2012 on Team Quabbin!

Team Metacomet
Metacomet students are shining this December. eBtadare exploring cells, virtually visiting Africatudying two-
dimensional geometry, and honing their cooperadiat discussion skills in our classrooms.

We are really proud of our fundraising Metacomatients, who earned over $1000 for our team in thib Bale! This
will help fund team activities like our birthdaylebrations, team pencils (coming soon), and figfest(stay tuned for ice
skating in January). We thank you for your suppod hope you can thank us in the spring when yeighborhood is
full of spring flowers. Our fabulous super-sellersre awarded sweet prizes and our super-dupersediceived gift



certificates from Cinemark, Bart's, or Antonio’shdnks to these local businesses for their sup@éettecently had our
first Team Metacomet birthday celebration during/isdry, celebrating Metacomet students (and steitf) birthdays in
September, October, November, and December. Veereeéd with cider and cider donuts from Atkinaggig, and
gifts. Fun was had by all, and we can’t wait tiebeate the winter and early spring birthdays feva months.

Team Metacomet is well into its first fun sessionAcademic Study. Students are spending two etaasveek from
now until winter break in one of these fun Acade®iady classes: Watercolor Painting, Political Gams, Cookies for a
Cause, Cooperative Competitions, and Brainteadeight before break we’ll get together for a cedgtan to enjoy the
artwork (and cookies!) created by Team Metacomet.

We were happy to meet with so many Metacomet famifior our rescheduled parent conferences. lgnee for us to
learn so much about our students from those wharkhem best: you! So many students and familieschecking on
grades and work in PowerSchool, which is in manysaagreat thing. We worry about some studentskihg their
grades very often and the fluctuation of a gradefan A to an A- possibly causing them anxiety. &deourage students
to check grades weekly. Additionally, we’d likehelp students and families by clarifying what tovehen you believe
there is an error or have a question about a griutet, if there is a zero listed for a grade, yam assume that when the
teacher collected the assignment from the classashignment in question was not turned in. ttident believes he or
she did the assignment and turned it in, a gootkepialook is the “no name” pile (or ask the teackleere to look for
these). If the assignment was turned in late &ed a week the assignment is still listed as @,z€s appropriate to ask
the teacher about it. We encourage students tkspigh teachers about this themselves, eitheemail or in person
before or after class, or before or after schdiddle school requires a great deal of organizatiowd organizing
backpacks, binders, and homework folders weeklyreatlly help our students succeed. Thanks for hely!

Team Amethyst
With Thanksgiving right behind us, Team Amethysicteers want to share what we are thankful for:

¢ All of our parents for raising really nice adolests® You may not be seeing this at home, but veatsat
school and appreciate it a lot!

¢ All of our parents for their continued support lire teducation of our students;

¢ All of our students for continuing to work hard &fiod their positive attitude and kindness towardsles and
other students;

¢ The parents who showed much patience in receiiagspring bulbs they ordered later than expeatdd a
in some cases, waiting additional time for spedifitbs to arrive;

¢ Ms. Fabrizi for organizing our very successfultfibgthday breakfast;

¢ Mr. Landeryou for telling us how to spell SNAFUdaeise we have been encountering quite of a few of
them this year;

¢ Ms. LalLecheur for volunteering her time and exgertn the STEMRAYS after-school science club;

¢ Parents who have donated tissues (keep them cgming!

Other items of note:We will be going ice-skating on December 23.rt Bathe trip will involve science related actiei
and part of the trip will be recreational. Owenigtit was the third student to rise to the challeofjteying to make
fudge that is more dense than Grandma Welborn'sr3dgnse Fudge. Owen succeeded by making fudfeavdensity
of 1.7 g/cm 3.  He will not divulge the recipet la piece was dissected to make sure it did mhtde lead sinkers. In
January, we will have a Hillside Pizza fundraisédfyou have any questions about our fundraisirgjgets, please
contact Mr. Malone.

Finally, did we mention that we'd greatly appreeiabxes of tissues for our classroom? We haved tonny noses and
team teachers are in need of a constant suppigsofets. If you are able, please send a box inymeitin student and/or
drop off donations of tissues in the main offiGhank you!

Team Wyola

Team Wyola has some special activities for the mofiDecember. Students have an opportunity tcesellpurchase
attractiveAmherstwater bottles to raise money for our Winter andr§pteam activities. The bottles are $12; choose
from red, black, blue or green. Our student redbgmRespect Awardare being presented to students on the last day of
school before the break along wiipeech Awardfor students who showed exemplary execution abriwal and
persuasive techniques in their recent presentations




As the weather begins to accurately reflect theeviseason, we could use any donations of tissw$oa our
classrooms. Students can bring donated boxessokessto their advisory, and we will keep those siatean.

Subjects

Math

Math 7 - we have begun our work in a Geometry unit,
found in chapter 5 in the textbook. We have exlor
area and perimeter of different two-dimensionabpgisa
and will begin working with volume and surface area
for various three-dimensional objects. One of our
favorite activities, the "Rice Container Projeat/ill be
used as one of our assessments in this unit. @&ide
doing the honors level work will be using familiar
formulas and procedures but will explore figureshwi
dimensions given as variable expressions. In the
process, they will be generating expressions akasel
equations which they are expected to solve through
algebraic steps.

Math 8 - we are halfway through our linearity unit.
The focus ahead will be looking at the connection
between the equations and the graphs of linear
situations, and how both relate back to the story.
Students will work on the concepts of slope and y-
intercept of linear graphs. The most important
guestions you could ask your child at home, if mglp
them with their math work in this unit, are “Whades$

this mean (in the story)?” Or “What did you justdP”

Algebra Honors - students are moving into a unit on
solving simultaneous equations. Students willizgil
the graphing method, the linear combination method
(a.k.a. elimination), and the substitution method f
finding these solutions. Most important is thatdents
understand not just how to find the solutions, taut
conceptually understand what the solutions mean.

English
English 7 - Seventh grade ELA students are working

on finishing up our first Literature Circle—the
Character and Environment unit. Students are
currently working on literature circles or engaged
“Arts and Crafts Week"—during which they are
completing arts projects that visually analyze the
characteristics of the protagonists of the boola th
they read through symbolism, and are completingsmap
that analyze the importance of the setting in thekis
that they read. These projects will be followedoyma
short in-class analytical essay test, in whichdeitis
analyze the dynamic relationship between the cherrac
and the environment in their books.

Up next, we will read Judith Ortiz Cofer’s brillian
book, An Island Like Yow-a short book consisting of
vignettes that students will read to help them itars
the big idea that, “Discovering your identity is a
healthy, positive, and necessary part of the joutoe
adulthood.” Throughout the unit, students will be
asked to consider the following questions: How do
relationships shape your identity? What does itnriea
be accepted? What choices do people make to be
accepted? How does your identity change in diffieren
settings?

English 8 - 8th grade students of English Language
Arts successfully completed the final assessment of
our Speaking Outunit. Many presentations were
passionate and persuasive, while
all participants required diligent research andodes
time and effort into this language arts/social &sd
cross curricular activity.

Our next unit, Transformations,will guide students
through the analysis of literature that explores
the inevitable and constant changes that can cambin
to create personal transformation. Students wiktnie
literature circles to analyze their novels whileeyth
practice conducting dynamic discussions with the us
of their active reading (sticky) notes. In theindi
assessment, they will write an analytical essapgusi
their knowledge gained through reading, discussions
and pre-writing activities.

Science

Science 7 -Our unit on Cells is moving faster than a
Euglena’s dash toward a light source. Candy eeits
swimming microbes helped us to understand thas cell
have parts and these parts function together tdtnes
dynamic unicellular organisms. The  various  cell
processes: osmosis, diffusion, cellular respiration
photosynthesis and reproduction were investigated
through hands-on laboratory experiences. For
example, through observing and handling bloated
balloon sized and then shriveled eggs, during thg E
cell-ent Lab, students learned firsthand how ossnosi
and diffusion affect how materials get into and ofut
cells. Through labs, students also gained an
understanding about the interdependency of plamds a
animals through the actions of photosynthesis and
cellular respiration. The cell unit will end aetknd of



December and the the new year will bring a focus on
whole organisms. Students will plant F1 generatibn
Brassica rapaseeds (Fast Plants). These plants grow
so quickly that students will be cross pollinatittgpir
plants in January. The F2 generation will help shis
gain an understanding of Mendelian traits. Ourtnex
unit on energy and the human body systems willdbuil
on our understanding of cells and lay the foundatio
for the upcoming genetics unit.

Science 8 -What are three different ways to make
popcorn and roast marshmallows? How and why do
the Earth's plates move? How do we get frost, dew,
and fog on mirrors and bus windows? Why does an M
& M melt in your mouth, not in your hand? How does
an alcohol thermometer work? How can you make an
indoor hot air balloon? Why does sweating cool you
off? How does a thermostat work? Does the Eiffel
Tower really extend by 6 centimeters on the sidafa

the sun? What do bridges, railroad tracks anihdd

in teeth have in common? If a jar with a metali$id
difficult to open, why does running it under hottema
help to loosen the lid?  As we begin our finait @m
physical properties of matter, we will be studyihg
particle motion theory, states of matter, changstate,
and the effect of heat on matter. We will be legggn
about the concept of temperature, and we will lhegus
the Celsius scale. We will be differentiating beén
thermal energy, heat and temperature and exploring
ways that heat is transferred. We will also explor
ways that transfer of heat can be reduced in peuple
buildings! This is a very exciting unit filled vitmany
everyday examples that students commonly
experience. It will culminate in the much antidgzh
liquid nitrogen lab wherein students will experienc
many of the concepts taught in the unit in just class
period! There will be shrinking balloons, crystadid
flowers, frost in the classroom, oxygen condensing
containers, banana hammers and instant ice créam.
is a very cool lab! Pun intended.

Our mini-unit on measuring physical properties of
matter ended recently with a study of densityin our

last newsletter contribution, we noted that it tesdn
determined that Barbie was more dense than
marshmallow fluff but less dense than water. Nbat t
we are studying states of matter and change of,stat
we have also determined that Barbie is more vaorou
than sublime...

Social Studies

Social Studies 7- Seventh grade Social Studies
continues its focus on the Environment in the
region of West Africa, where students widkntify
major biomes, investigate ways people modify,

adapt, and depend on the environment to meet their
needs, and investigate ways the environment
affects people. Our culminating project for the
unit, beginning in early January, will ask students
to research the causes, effects, and solutional (loc
and global) of one environmental issue affecting
West Africans.

Understanding the benefit of primary sources, Team
Quabbin has invited members of our community to
share their expertise and experiences. Parents and
community members are welcome to attend. We ask
that you check into the main office before procegdi

to the auditorium.

The West Africa Speakers Series Includes:

12/8, 10:03-10:56, Eliot Moss, Professor of Compute

Science at UMass, will speak about his recent
experiences in Ghana. His focus will be on
hydroelectricity and technology in schools. -

Auditorium

12/16, 11:30-12:30, Leonce Ndkimuna, Professor of
Economics at UMass, will speak about poverty in
Africa (cause, effect, and local and global solusido
poverty) - Auditorium

12/20, 9:06-9:59, Dean Cycon, CEO of Dean's Beans,
will speak about his company's mission to partigpa
in socially just and environmentally responsibbelt.

We are lucky to have a distinguished group of
presenters who will enhance the teaching and legrni
of West Africa through their knowledge and valuable
experiences. Team Quabbin expresses its appreciatio
to each of the presenters for taking the time ftbair
busy schedules to speak to tHegfade class, parents,
and members of the community.

Note Geography Bee pretests have just been
administered. Top scoring students from TeamstSwif
River, Metacomet, and Quabbin will represent tfle 7
grade in the ARMS Geo Bee on Jan 12 in the
Auditorium from 2:30-3:30. Families are invited to
attend. Please sign into the office on your way in

Social Studies 8 —The eighth grade Social Studies
classes are in the thick of the lead-up to the
Revolutionary War. Students are creating their own
colonial characters, and writing from their pergpec

as events move from the high point of the Frendah an
Indian War victory through the divisions caused by
Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Tea Act and the
Intolerable Acts. We will conclude the first paftour

Political Change unit with a mock Continental



Congress. Looking forward, we will examine the
Revolutionary War, the writing of the Constitutiand
precedent-setting Supreme Court cases in January.

Note Geography Bee pretests have just been
administered. Top scoring students from Teams
Amethyst and Wyola will represent th& grade in the
ARMS Geo Bee on Jan 12 in the Auditorium from
2:30-3:30. Families are invited to attend. Plesige
into the office on your way in.

World Language

French - Madame Coby and Madame Dorrie’s French
Novice IA classes have just completed a unit on the
family. They can describe their family members,
including names, relationships, ages and where they
are from. Students in Ms. Dorrie’s classes areetuily
presenting family projects. Some have created|yami
albums, while others have organized their infororati

in family trees. Students are also working onrtegllihe
day and date in French. Madame Coby’s Novice IA
classes are performing skits based on all the maater
they have been working on this year. All the Nevic
IA classes will soon begin the unit on going toaééc

in which, they will learn the names of common foods
and beverages and will be able to order in a café o
restaurant.

Students in the French Novice IB classes are
completing a unit on describing people and things.
They have learned many adjectives and know how to
accurately describe masculine and feminine nouds an
where to place the adjectives in a sentence. The
Novice IB students will soon be starting unit 6 in
which they will learn how to describe the town in
which they live, including municipal buildings and
where they are located. After December break, Mme
Coby’s class will be creating a town complete wath
variety of buildings that they have constructed ofut
cardboard. The students will also learn how tcegiv
and understand directions, so that they can pusly a
car through the town as a fellow student gives
directions.

Students are also working on challenge projects thi
trimester. Past projects have included creatingsma
travel brochures to a French speaking area, alphabe

booklets, collages, culinary creations and modédls o
Parisian monuments. We have enjoyed experiencing
Francophone culture through these wonderful prsject

Please feel free to email Madame Coby
(cobyk@arps.org or Madame Dorrie

(dorriea@arps.ongfor a detailed project description.
Each student has received the necessary information
and should be ready to choose a project. Joyewt No
et Bonne Année!

Chorus

The 7" and & Grade Choruses performed well during
the months of November and December. They worked
on such concepts as: ensemble sound, performance
focus, volume, and simple sight reading skKills.
Students are able to sight read musical lines that
contain stepwise motion. We will now be movingmnt
intervals of 3rds, 5ths, and octaves.

The MS Choruses sold Pierce Bros. Roasters coffee,
tea, and hot chocolate as well as a handsome 15o0z.
travel mug. We have extra fogbuster coffee andanug
The coffee and mugs are both $12.00 each. If yeu ar
interested, contact David Ranenratend@arps.org

The combined Grade 8 Chorus will be singing the

National Anthem at an upcoming Springfield Falcons

Game at the MassMutual Center. The Falcons ate par
of the American Hockey League. This is tiey@ar in

a row that the Chorus has been asked to singana.g

Mr. Ranen is looking for a place for the Grade 7
Chorus to do a similar activity as the above meib
one.

After vacation, the Chorus would like to sell cupfs
hot chocolate in the lobby before school as stuwlget
off of the bus. We would sell cups of hot chocolate
Mon. Wed., and Fri. mornings through the end of
February from 7:15 a.m. — 7:35 a.m. If there arg a
parents that would be willing to help with thiseate
contact Dave Ranen gnend@arps.org

Stay tuned for news about this year's Grade 8 Ghoru
“Night On Broadway”show.

Other Important Details

ARMS VEARBOOK PRE-ORDER SALE

Yearbook Pre-Order Forms went home with students orMonday, December &. The yearbook pre-order
period will end on Friday, December 2%. The 2011-2012 pre-order price for the ARMS Yeaibis $20. Students
may reserve a yearbook by filling out a pre-ordent and returning it to their advisor within theegrder period.



There is also a box on the form that can be cheifl@ddents do nowvant a yearbook. It is important for all students
to return the pre-order forms with the appropria@ges checked, so that we can have an accuraté abbow many
yearbooks to order from our publisher.

There are two main options for reserving a yearbwaath payment in full or with a non-refundable $10 deposiand

a balance of $10 due upon receipt of the yearbook June. Thanks to the generosity of our greater commumity
are able to offer students participating in theeFReduced Lunch Program a 50% discount off theopler price,
which can also be submitted payment in full or asa non-refundable $5 deposit with a balance of $5 @uupon
receipt of the yearbook in June Students who want a yearbook but cannot affdteeethe regular or discounted
price are encouraged to return their forms andlchieegift option. We have several fund-raisers which all@ta
give a number of yearbooks as gifts to students edubdd not otherwise afford on€lease consider donating to our
gift fund through the attached Yearbook Sponsorshidorm. You may also use this form to buy a book as gift
for a particular student.

There may be a limited supply of unreserved yedtb@vailable in June, price TBA.

Coming this Spring! ARMS School Play!

The school play has been on hiatus for a few ydmansjs coming back with gusto this year. In ApARMS will
present a stage production of “Charlotte’s Web.&'W already begun working on the show with a grotiptudents
who form “Theater Tech Club.” These students haael the play and are formulating the lights, soeiffiects, props
and costumes needed. They've already trainedefighting and sound systems in the Auditorium.xiNg are our
auditions which will be held January 9 and 10 afiehool and before the late bus. All students ascame to
audition! This is a school wide event. The awditwill not require any preparation, students Ww#l asked to read
from the play in groups and do some simple impias. The sign-up for the audition will be postedhe lobby the
first week of January. There will be parts for eadt 20, and possibly more. If cast, studentsecg@ect to have
rehearsals after school and before the late busast once a week, and possibly more dependirthesize of their
part and proximity to production. All students fpaEpating will be given the clear specifics of vilthe rehearsal
expectations are, and to think ahead of any casftitey might have before committing to the proaurctlt takes a
village to raise a theater, so we are also looKorgparents to be involved! Needed, in particulare people
interested in creating some of the costume elenfentse show, and anyone handy with carpentryghts. We will
also need volunteers for running the “House” origrerance nights. So stay tuned! Any questiorsagd contact the
director of this project: Sarah Wilsomilsons@arps.org

Dates to Remember:
Friday, December 16— Report Cards were distributed.
Friday, December 23— Full Day of School
Monday, December 26 through Monday, January 2- School is Closed for Vacation
Tuesday, January 3- First Day of back to School
Thursday, January 12— Late Start Thursday
Sunday, January 15— Chorus 8 performs the National Anthem — Falcon&ame — Mass Mutual Center
Monday, January 16— Martin Luther King Jr. Day — School is Closed

pf EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
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[Atention : Ambherst Reﬂiona/ Middle Sechool Commun@/
December 2011

The ARMS Yearbook staff is once again hard at work organizing fundraisers and soliciting
donations for the 2011-2012 ARMS Yearbook.

At this sharing time of year, we ask the members of our community for donations of any amount, to
help offset yearbook costs (both partially and completely) for students whose families have financial
hardships.

Fach year our goal is to provide a yearbook for every student who wants one, regardless of their
economic status. We need your help to succeed!

Please consider becoming a Yearbook Sponsor by completing the form below and returning it to the
Middle School Main Office with your donation. You may also use the form to buy a yearbook as a gift for
a specific student.

Mail to: ARMS YEARBOOK 170 Chestnut St. Amherst MA 01002.

Je
B
% Sponsors are acknowledged with a special dedication in the yearbook. #:
sk ok
With mang thanks for gour good will and your support,
* %:

7—/a/.r/7y Woﬁ'ﬁ/ayy/

* ic * ic *

[ Yes! I would love to sponsor the 11-12 ARMS Yearbook!

O ARMS Staff

Sponsor’s Name
[ Student

O parent/Guardian

Phone /E-mail (optional)
1 Community Member

$ (Please make check payable to ARMS Yearbook, yearbook gifts are $20.
Amount of Donation Please include students name below)

O Gift for

(Name of ARMS Student)



